
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARMANJIT KAUR 

A thank you to the Washington Airport Management Association from a grateful 

recipient of the WAMA Airport Management Intern Scholarship 
 

   I was born in Punjab, India and at the age of six, I migrated to the US with my family.  My 

father decided to leave India for a better future for his four children. In our village, we could only hear 

the sound of airplanes and there was something about the sound of that jet engine which always caught 

my attention.  I would look to the sky in hopes of spotting the plane. My village was too far from the 

airport, so I was only able to hear the sound and never be able to spot a plane.  At that time, I could not 

even imagine a life style where airplanes would be taxiing and taking off right in front of my eyes and 

that I would be working with airport management and operations personnel on a daily basis. For this, I 

thank my family, my professors, WAMA, Harvey Field and the many aviation professionals who have 

helped me to fulfill my dream.   

 Initially, I wanted to become a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI), but my father had other plans. 

He wanted me to join the medical profession like the rest of my three siblings. Being the youngest, I 

felt compelled to pursue a career in the medical field because that was the typical life style in my 

family. However, with much convincing and a little bit of stubbornness on my part, my father allowed 

me to enroll in an Aviation Program at Green River Community College.  My parents were happy to 

see my progress and pleased with my enthusiasm.  Later, I was accepted into the Aviation 

Management program at Central Washington University.  In my final year of college, I applied for a 



WAMA internship at Harvey Field.  To my great enthusiasm, immediately after finishing my 

undergrad degree; I started working at Harvey Field as an Airport Management Intern.  

After a long journey through college, I was excited about having the opportunity to put my 

classroom skills into action.  The internship that was to last for six weeks turned into a job that lasted 

more than a year. Working with Airport Owner Kandace Harvey and Airport Manager Cyndy 

Hendrickson, I had a graceful and rewarding experience.  Every single day I learned something new. I 

am thankful for being granted this once in a lifetime opportunity. One of the most wonderful 

experiences during my internship that I will walk away with is the three-day Washington Airport 

Management Association conference held in Spokane in May.  Kandace charged me with assisting 

Executive Director Warren Hendrickson at the conference and this proved to be an enjoyable and 

highly educational learning experience. I had never met so many incredible people in one place before. 

At conference I came to the realization that Aviation professionals are very knowledgeable about the 

industry, willing to share their knowledge and experience, and truly are quite humble individuals.  In 

keeping aviation aspirations as my professional goal, I have been honored to hear exciting stories from 

the elders in the aviation industry and learn much from their experiences.   

I will be starting my Masters in Aviation Safety at the University of Central Missouri this fall. 

This is a milestone in my life, because I am continuing to pursue with my passion a career in aviation 

which I had decided upon when I was just a young girl living in a village in India with a dream.  I 

chose Aviation Safety as the focus of my Graduate study because safety is paramount to airports, pilots 

and the public and I want to be able to make a difference in the safety aspect of aviation.  My plan after 

finishing Grad school is to work in the safety operations with the National Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB).  In addition to finishing Grad School, I would like to complete my Private Pilot License.  

Contributing in a small way to help improve safety for airports, pilots and the public has become a 

passion and priority for me.   

Thank you WAMA members for all that the WAMA organization does to mentor and 

encourage young professionals pursuing careers in Aviation.  My internship experience was gratifying 

and an event in my life I will always remember.  For that, I am so very thankful…..

                                                    


